
Dear Gail, 
  
Thank you for your email. 
  
It is possible for Local Authorities to share data with End Users although any specific 
case will depend on a number of factors such as the source of the data; how it was 
created and how the source data is licensed amongst others. No doubt such factors will 
vary between Local Authorities and from dataset to dataset. 
  
Since the results of the consultation on Ordnance Survey were published in March 2010, 
Ordnance Survey has been engaged in a major licensing review in addition to the 
release of OS OpenData and the work going on to create the Public Sector Mapping 
Agreement (PSMA).     

The PSMA comes into effect on 1 April 2011, meaning that there will be much greater 
flexibility for customers, such as Local Authorities, to supply data to individuals or 
organisations, including displaying them on the web. For more information on the PSMA 
please see the link below - 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/business/sectors/government/psma/index.ht
ml 

Within the PSMA there is an End User Licence to allow PSMA members to supply data 
to users in support of the member’s ‘Core Business’. ‘Core Business’ is defined as any 
non-commercial and non-competing public sector activity, although which activities any 
particular member includes in this broad definition is a decision for them. There is also 
the OS OpenData licence that allows anyone (including Local Authorities) to distribute 
data that uses or is based on our OS OpenData datasets with only an acknowledgement 
required. 

Ultimately the licensing of any particular dataset will depend on a number of factors 
including how it has been created and the source of the data. For example a dataset 
could contain data created independently of Ordnance Survey datasets; data derived 
from Ordnance Survey data that still requires a licence; and data created from OS 
OpenData datasets for which the OS OpenData licence applies. 

For more information on these different types of data, please see our ‘Using and creating 
data with Ordnance Survey products’ web page. 

However please note that although these enabling licences allow our customers to 
supply data to third parties, which licence they use is a decision that they make - as is 
whether they wish to make the information available in this way. 

I hope this information is of use to you and I thank you for contacting Ordnance Survey. 
  


